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Copper Theft Knows No Market Limits ~_

While One State Ponders ChMges II' L.aw, Statillils Share lips to Deter 'Hot'~trl1Tll!

TAl.LAl-lMSEE. Fl••
It's dll'flr;ult and not desitllbllli to build gr opel'illllil a modem tl'ilnsmltter site WfthQloIt at
least some copper, However, that Shiny wlrllllnd tolbing Is attractive to thieves who stlllli
It alld I'elIdllt to SQrliIP meQlI dealers r'Qr anywhere from $2.50 In $3l\ pound.

Florida leglsle1;gl'll are lYeing get-tllIol9h measures tQ stop copper thIeveS from ransacking
vulrntrable and often remote br08dcal't: sltes and reselling l:he ~f'lp metlli.

The huge worldWide demand for copper Bnd other non..ferrous metals I'lllS t:/'Iggered what
!Ome say Is an l!Jl)lllllmlC of SCMIp metal thitilVllry, whlcl'lln turn hilS laelllS marty :IS 20
stlltes to adopt laws that make It more dI/Acult for the SCJ;lffIaW5 to resell their metlll,
according to the S"'ilP I'1'14MI industry.

Radlll broadeaaters here and ac;rgS$ the CClun1:lY !'tIlYS been tlloll target of numerous
copper !'tIt and runs with ilir ~onditlonerunits, yrgl.lnd syateln!l, transmissiOn lines, utility
wira and transmitters targeted by tt1e copper banditS, say~ f!lmillar with l:tle
problem,

In Florida, religious outlet WTLN(AM), Orlandl.l, was knocked or the !lir in January when
vandlills, ripped copper from the station's transmitter sllli!. Similar reports hlllll! come fnlm
broadcasters ;;1l:r06S the nation as metal prices have~ the pest t\iVO years.

Mlnlmi'" losses

Broadcast: engineers are making efforts tQ eliminate attl'ilctlve tllrgets and minimize
losses.

Oel'lr Channel hilS been hit numerous times all over l:I'la eountrv, seid MiChMI Golchert,
AM fillid engineer fOr~ company.

'We'lle loat "'\lAC Ilnlta, copper buss bars, copper g~ndll'\g !traps lind even a four-bay
ERI I'Ototlller antenM to ttlielles," Golchert said. ~Most markets that have been hIt or reer
that they are vUlnel"8ble have Increased Sel::urlty around their fad/ltles.·

Counter-meuures Inc:ludll kIlyless pasSkey security systems, motion sensors Inside
trolOnllmltter buildings, lind lOW-light <:IImllriW IlU'lde arid outside facilities, Cllolchert said,

Clear Channel stlltlons have mlren steps to Improve relationships with toeaI law
enforcement, I'll! Slid, In hl)pl!!/1 of increasing patrols nellr remote transmitter Sites,

Garv Kline, l:l>J'PO\'lltll Olrec:tor of englneerina fOr Cumulus, clt:e<l nJ,lmerous copper theft
incIdents, In~ludin9" January el/ent at WICC(AM) In Bridgeport, Conn" whQI"l! thieves
9ttI1c copper tubing that supplies propane to the generator,
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'COpper tubing was ripped Off the regUlator and tUbing was 1)U1IEld from ttle hulldlng,"
Wl'lltlll Cllief Engineer Ed Butler Of WICC in a report to Kline. "At: some poInt 1 think we
should look Into adding 12-fllot fences With ~zor wlre aro~nc! the b~i1dings."

Sterling Pavis;;, vice president of englnllel'ing for COx Radio, said his radio stations have
been hit In sevlll'lll markets,

"5tlltil:ms arlll revlfllNlng their securtty systems to see where we can do better, Really just
standard $ClC~lrity measures/" Davis SCI!!:I,

....zen Floridath~

Devls reClllled l'lulleling CI'I1l KRXI(1'V) trensmitter sites en l!l reme!:e mountain near Reno,
Nev., 1111'1 paintin9 i!lxtem.1l mlnsmisslQn line gray to devalue It a tittle In the eyes of
thleV!ls.

"j've oIslOl heanl that using tar on exterior ground strap systems helps step theft: because
It rellClers the copper worl:tlltilJll for re-sale," Devls Ilddl!lcl,

In F1orlda, brazen copper thlevas have been viSiting unmanned transmitter !lIteS and
gobbling up copper trl!lnSrnlMlon liM ami CO!lX regularly, said stave Flukllr, director of
engineerin" for Cox Radio In Orlando,

He supports a legislative measure proposed In that state to make it more difficult fOr
vandelS tollell StQlen .:opper and other scrap met.llll,

Tl'lC! legislation. in!:roducea by state Rep. Scot Ral'\I:tolph, would I'l!INira ret;:yclln9 centers
In thE! state to COpy the photo XD Of !:hE: seller with evel)' recorded SClle.

"Y would go further and SOlI' the law should reClu;re the l'IlCvcllng eompllny to delay thl1:
check by 10 days. ff'1I theft Is reported this would give authorities time to cheQII the
recyctel'llllnd pgll&ibly \il.ltCh the thieves whliln l:hey retum fQr their money," Fluker lidded.

MHford smith, vice president of engineering lit <O,...ter Media, recounted an Ineldal'll" at
WP!N(AMI. Philadelphia in 2001 dUring a power Inc;,...se project ..,hen thillVlI9 stole "a
fair .mount elf copper strap lind wire" stl:lred in II garage prtOr to InstaUlltlon.

'ObViOusly llllrneone In the neighbel"lloOd wItnessed the delivery, After thllt, we postB(:! II
Mcurlty guard at the site Whenever work was not aetlvely tilking place," SmIth said,

Slj1l1:h ~mmenlls that broad<;a5t<llrs, durtng construetlon projects, keep copper
materiels out of s\ilht BnCl Ir.lMlly off site until jUst before Is it illlltBUed.

'Unfol'tt.lnately, WQpper tMIt III ;I" all too common reality facerl by broadl;1lsters
netlonwlde," said NAB exel::l.ltlve Vice President of Media Relations DenniS Wharton. "It ~
an lSeue NA8 has tried to ralse awareness Qf over the years. We cl:lntinue to enCOUnlge
stations to p~tcI¢lt ~l\AIr 3UlIits. H

What t'l'icks h'lIe ytlu employeQ to disCf)l)rl3(Je metal theM' Wr1te to
ra<:lloworlllQ1lnbmedlll.com,
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